About the sculptor Erzia
Scultor Stepan Nefyodov’s creative work inspired by the name of his native people, mordva-erzya, can be rightly esteemed as one of the most amazing pages in the world art of the 20th century.

Stepan Dmitrievich Nefyodov (Erzia) was born 27 October (8 November N.S.) 1876, in the village of Bayevo, Alatyr District, Simbirsk Province, in the family of peasants. He studied the art of sculpture at the Moscow School of Painting, Sculpture and Architecture, under the instruction of Sergey Volnukhin.

In spring of 1907, Erzia goes to Italy. He lives and works at the villa Daniele Tinelli at Lago Maggiore, and later in Milan, he is frequent in Rome, Venice, Florence. In 1909, the young sculptor makes his debut at the Venice International Art Exhibition with his work called “The Last Night Before an Execution”, which becomes his first true success.

From late 1909 to 1913 Erzia lives and works in Nice, Paris and its suburbs, Seaux, takes an active part in prestigious exhibitions in France and Germany, the Rome  International Art Exhibition in 1911, travels over Europe, visits Switzerland and London. Late in 1913, he returns to Italy, lives in Levanto and Carrara successfully working with marble. The Garibaldi Boarding House, where the Russian sculptor lives in 1914, has remained in Carrara. He also often visits the cottage of the Russian emigrant writer, Alexander Amfiteatrov, in Fezzano, where he makes a statue of John the Baptist on order of the local church, Cristo Re. He gets ready for the Venice International Art Exhibition with his work “Agrippina”.

In summer of 1914, the young but already well-known in Europe master returns to Russia, takes part in Moscow art exhibitions and continues to develop new plastic principles in his artistic method that he discovered during his Italian and French period.

Erzia’s gift for the monumental sculpture, which appeared in his art during the Italian period, was brightly revealed during the revolutionary years in the Urals, and later – in the Caucasus region, where the sculptor spent several utterly fruitful years of his life (1918-1925). He managed to write his own interesting chapter in the Lenin plan for monumental propaganda.

The sculptor’s creative method so successfully developed by him in Europe and Russia, based on his bright personality, skill and astonishing performance capability, subsequently reached its new flourishing in Argentina (1927-1950).

During his twenty-three years in this wonderful country, the sculptor created the works, which should be included in the treasury of the 20th-century world art. Every year S. Erzia took part in art exhibitions in Buenos Aires, Mar del Plata, Mendoza, Resistencia, often arranging personal expositions as well. The Russian sculptor’s art had always been in the spotlight of journalists and artists, arousing unfailing interest and admiration of his numerous admirers. Bold experiments with wood, trips to the selva, grandiose monumental designs, friendship with the great contemporaries and the life of the recluse artist – all this are the pages of S. Erzia’s long and amazing life in South America.
Stepan Erzia returned to the Soviet Union in 1950. He managed to preserve and bring his works to his native land - the fruit of many years of strenuous work, sometimes unbearably heavy, but always joyful. And in his last studio, the Moscow one, the sculptor kept on working hard, afraid to lay aside his cutter even for a while, as it was art that always had been the only purpose of his life.

Stepan Erzia died 24 November 1959 in his Moscow studio at Sokol. He was buried in Mordovia, thus his ashes had been forever tied with his motherland. However, the art of this astonishing sculptor, which knew no boundaries, henceforth belonged to all humanity.
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